A ROYAL THIEF-CATCHER               31
gifts of the people. Very soon his bowl would have been full of all sorts of good things, but he made it clear that he would accept nothing to eat except rice still in the husk, and nothing to drink but pure water. He was however willing to take money; and when the people who wished to help him found that out, they brought him a good many silver and gold pieces. Some who had no money to spare gave him jewels and other things which could be sold for money.
1.  Can you explain why the Brahman would only accept such food as rice in the husk and water ?
2.  Do you think it was right or wrong of the Brahman to take money and jewels ?
CHAPTER II
As time went on, the Brahman became very^well known in Sravasti. His fame indeed spread far beyond the town, and people came from far away to consult him about all sorts of things, and he gave them good advice, for he was a very wise man. Those who wanted him to tell them what to do paid him for his advice, and as some of them had plenty of money and! were glad to help him, he soon became quite rich. He might have done a great deal of good with all this money by helping the poor and suffering, but unfortunately he never thought of doing so. Instead of that, he got to love the money for its own sake, , At night, when^all those who had come to see him had gone to rest, and there was no fear of his being found out, he used to steal away into